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RENO, NEV. — On August
17–18, Holabird-Kagin Ameri-
cana conducted the firm’s Hot
August Auction, a sale of
Western Americana numis-
matics and collectibles, to a
packed house at the Atlantis
Casino Resort. The sale pro-
duced both world records and
great deals for collectors.
The largest American Nine-

teenth Century silver ingot,
from Colorado, sold for
$100,050. It received 44 bids,
more than any other item in

the sale. Six silver ingots from
Nevada, Colorado and Mon-
tana sold for an average of
$17,875 each. Two gold ingots
from a famous Brazilian mine
sold for an average $39,100
each.
Railroad lamps got huge

attention from bidders with
most Nevada railroad lamps
receiving 20 to 25 bids each.
Bids averaged $3,226 for the
Carson & Colorado, Virginia
& Truckee, Tonopah & Tide-
water, Tonopah & Goldfield
and Nevada Copperbelt Rail-
road lamps. The Virginia and
Truckee Railroad broadside
reached $11,950.
The Tombstone token collec-

tion received dozens of bids on
the way to $43,000. A number
of good-for saloon mirrors sold
for $2,000 to $2,500, as did
many of the great Nevada
rare tokens.
The Tahoe stage coach broad-

side for Benton’s livery sold
for $45,410. A number of oth-
ers performed well, selling in
the $10/$15,000 range.
The Pacific Union Express

treasure box brought $16,730.
Hotly contested was the

great collection of Ken and
Rosemary Roberts. The Canon
City silvered candlestick was
the most popular lot in the
section, receiving 31 bids and
selling for a record $51,385.
The fancy Butte stick sold for
$29,875. The uniquely
marked folding Varney stick
went for $23,302. A number of
other sticks sold for more
than $5,000 each, setting new
records across the board.
In the rare Western bottles

category many records were
again set. Two amber Bakers-
field flasks fetched a whop-
ping $4,660 each. While a
number of the pumpkinseed
whiskey flask lots sold for
more than $1,000 each, the
big surprise was the Santa
Cruz flask, which sold for a
record $2,988. The unique Tea
Cup whiskey barrel found in a
Nevada cabin sold for $6,273.
Four rare Seven Troughs,
Nev., ghost town drug store
bottles sold for a record
$1,464 each. The G.P. Morrill
Virginia City green apothe-
cary bottle from 1863 brought
$4,780, also a record. A rare
early 1870s medicine bottle of
White Sage cure from Elko
brought $2,629, while an Elko
dose glass brought $1,673.
There were great deals, too,

among the records, particular-
ly in Nevada siphon and med-
icine bottles, where many lots
were procured for minimum
bids.
Prices reported include the

buyer’s premium.
Holabird Kagin plans for its

next sale in December. For
information, 775-843-0229 or
www.HolabirdAmericana.com.

Auction Action in Reno, Nev.

World Records Set At Holabird-Kagin Auction 
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FINE VIOLINS WANTED
Older violins pre WWII

American, English, French, German, Italian
ALSO: Violas, Cellos, Basses, Bows

— One Item or Entire Collection — 
WILLIAM D. VOIERS, Dealer & Appraiser

P O Box 23, N Egremont, MA 01252
413-528-3321 • 1-800-788-3521

� Why Wait For Auction? I Will Pay You Now! �
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Bone china, partial sets OK,
good condition only. Will pick up.

Ellen (203) 284-9090. 
www.wedgwoodlady.com 

WANTED

Wedgwood

Tombstone token collection (57 pieces), Tombstone, Cochise
County, Ariz., realized $43,020.

St Bernard silver anniversary ingot, Denver, Colo., 1892,
finished at $100,050.

Pacific Union Express Co. treasure box “Ter-
ritorial,” Virginia City, Storey County, Nev.,
circa 1860, brought $16,730.

Canon City, Fremont County, Colo., candlestick circa 1920,
made $51,385.

Virginia & Truckee Railroad broadside, Vir-
ginia City, Storey County, Nev., 1876, sold for
$11,950.

AUSTIN, TEXAS — On view
through January 13 at the
Blanton Museum of Art at the
University of Texas at Austin
is “The Rules of Basketball, an
exhibition of works by con-
temporary artist Paul Pfeiffer,
presented in conjunction with
a display of James Naismith’s
Original Rules of Basket Ball
— the 1891 document that
outlined the 13 original rules
of the game. In a rare union,
the exhibition considers the
sport from a historical per-
spective, and, on a more psy-
chological level, explores the
phenomena and spectacle that

surround it.
“We are thrilled to work with

Paul Pfeiffer,” says Blanton
director Simone Wicha. “His
investigation of the spectacle
and mass media in today’s
culture is uniquely engaging.
We’re also fortunate that
Suzanne and David Booth
have generously loaned us
James Naismith’s Original
Rules of Basket Ball to display
along with the exhibition.
Pairing Pfeiffer’s work with
Naismith’s Rules provides an
interplay of history, sport and
psychology that I think is
thought-provoking and will be

broadly appealing.”
Pfeiffer emerged as an artist

in the mid-1990s in New York
within an art scene concerned
with race, gender and identity
politics. He has since exam-
ined these topics through pho-
tographs and sculptural video
installations that investigate
mass spectacles, such as pro-
fessional sporting events, con-
certs and horror films.
The Blanton Museum of Art

is at the University of Texas
at Austin, 1 University Sta-
tion. For more information,
www.blantonmuseum.org or
512-475-6784.

‘Rules Of Basketball’ Book, Photos
On View At Blanton Museum


